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MAUNDY THURSDAY / HOLY THURSDAY 
 

AS WE GATHER   
One of the recent changes in the names of special days on the calendar of 
the Christian Church occurs in conjunction with the Thursday of Holy 
Week.  Historically the day has been known as Maundy Thursday, 
related to the Latin word mandatus, meaning "command." The focus of 
the day's name came from the "new command" Jesus gave to His 
disciples --- that they show love for each other in the way He had shown 
love for them.  Although the term "Maundy" has usually been 
understood, its unfamiliarity to the general public has occasioned a 
change in the nomenclature of the day in recent church listings.  The new 
name for the day, Holy Thursday, encompasses all of the activities of our 
Lord in this pivotal day in Holy Week.  Each of His activities, from the 
washing of the disciples' feet to the instituting of the Lord's Supper, was 
holy and became a source of blessing.  That holiness pervades the day 
and is central to the divine service celebrated on it by the faithful. 

 



IMPORTANT! - Immediately after the Prayer of Thanksgiving, the 

Communion vessels are reverently removed from the altar, the altar is 

stripped, and the chancel is cleared in preparation for the solemn 

services of Good Friday.  The pastor leaves the chancel area and the 

congregation departs in silence after Psalm 22 is read; there is no 

benediction. 
 

 PRELUDE: CHIMES - “The Wonderful Cross”    

+ CALL TO WORSHIP+   

 

HYMN:  #702 - “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
 

My faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine. 

Now hear me while I pray;  Take all my guilt away; 

O let me from this day  Be wholly Thine!  
 

May Thy rich grace impart Strength to my fainting heart;  

My zeal inspire!  

As Thou hast died for me, Oh, may my love to Thee 

Pure, warm, and changeless be, A living fire! 
 

While life’s dark maze I tread  And griefs around me spread, 

  Be Thou my Guide; 

Bid darkness turn to day,  Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 

Nor let me ever stray  From Thee aside. 
 

 When ends life’s transient dream,   

When death’s cold, sullen stream Shall o’er me roll, 

Blest Savior, then, in love,  Fear and distrust remove; 

O bear me safe above, A ransomed soul!   

A - men. 
 

 

(All responses are spoken unless otherwise indicated) 

 INVOCATION    

Pastor:       In the name of the Father and of the T Son  

             and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:    Amen. 
 

2. 15. 



 
27

 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the 
LORD, and all the families of the nations shall worship be-
fore You. 
 
28

 For kingship belongs to the LORD, and He rules 
over the nations. 
 
29

 All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; before 
Him shall bow all who go down to the dust, even the one 
who could not keep himself alive. 
 
30

 Posterity shall serve Him; it shall be told of the Lord 
to the coming generation; 
 
31

 they shall come and proclaim His righteousness to a 
people yet unborn, that He has done it. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PLEASE EXIT SILENTLY TO YOUR CARS. 

  
  

14. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: I will go to the altar of God; 

People: to God, my exceeding joy.   

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth.  

Pastor: I said I will confess my transgressions  

  unto the Lord. 

People: for with the Lord is plenteous redemption  

  and the forgiveness of all our sins.  
 

Pastor:      Let us then confess our sins unto our gracious Lord: 

People:  Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Maker of all things, Judge of all people, we admit and confess 

our sinfulness.  We have turned away from You and each 

other in our thinking, speaking, and doing.  We have done 

the evil You forbid and have not done the good You demand.  

We repent and are truly sorry for these our sins.  Have 

mercy on us, Father, because of the obedience of our Savior 

and Brother, Jesus Christ, Your Son.  Forgive us all that is 

past and with the power of the Holy Spirit move us to serve 

You faithfully.  Set our feet on the new path of life, and build 

Your kingdom here through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

ABSOLUTION 

People:  []     A - men. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  O Lord, Your wondrous Sacrament You have left us a 

remembrance of Your passion.  Grant that we may so receive the 

sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your 

redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

People: A - men. 
 

3. 



OLD TESTAMENT   -   Exodus 12:1-14 
!The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 "This month 

shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the 

year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of 

this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, 

a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, 

then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of 

persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for 

the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You 

may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until 

the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the 

congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 7 "Then they shall 

take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of 

the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, 

roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat 

it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with 

its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall let none of it remain until the 

morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In 

this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your 

feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the 

LORD's Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, 

and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; 

and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I AM the LORD. 
13 The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And 

when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you 

to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 14 "This day shall be for 

you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; 

throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a 

feast. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:              Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 116:12-19           
What shall I render to the Lord   

  for all His benefits to me?  

I will lift up the cup of salvation  

  and call on the name of the Lord,  

I will pay my vows to the Lord  

  in the presence of all His people. 

4. 

10
 On You was I cast from My birth, and from My moth-

er's womb You have been My God. 
 
11

 Be not far from Me, for trouble is near, and there is none 
to help. 
 
12

 Many bulls encompass Me; strong bulls of Bashan 
surround Me; 
 
13

 they open wide their mouths at Me, like a ravening and 
roaring lion. 
 
14

 I am poured out like water, and all My bones are out 
of joint; My heart is like wax; it is melted within My 
breast; 
 
15

 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and My tongue 
sticks to my jaws; You lay Me in the dust of death. 
 
16

 For dogs encompass Me; a company of evildoers 
encircles Me; they have pierced My hands and feet-- 
 
17

 I can count all My bones-- they stare and gloat over Me; 
 18 

they divide My garments among them, and for My 
clothing they cast lots. 
 
19

 But You, O LORD, do not be far off! O You My help, 
come quickly to My aid! 
 20

 Deliver My soul from the sword, My precious life 
from the power of the dog! 
 
21

 Save Me from the mouth of the lion! You have rescued 
Me from the horns of the wild oxen! 
 
22

 I will tell of Your name to My brothers; in the midst 
of the congregation I will praise You: 
 
23

 You Who fear the LORD, praise Him! All you offspring of 
Jacob, glorify Him, and stand in awe of Him, all you off-
spring of Israel! 
 24

 For He has not despised or abhorred the affliction of 
the afflicted, and He has not hidden His face from Him, 
but has heard, when He cried to Him. 
 
25

 From You comes My praise in the great congregation; 
My vows I will perform before those who fear Him. 
 26

 The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who 
seek Him shall praise the LORD! May your hearts live 
forever! 

13. 



 

        PRAYER OF THANKSGIVNG   

Pastor:  Blessed are You, O Lord our God, of all creation.  

You have poured out upon us Your never-ending love by 

giving Your Son Jesus Christ into death for us.  Nourish Your 

Church through the Sacrament of His body and blood.  

Strengthen us so that we may continue to proclaim Him who 

gives life to the world, for He lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:    Amen. 
 

NO  BENEDICTION! 
 

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR!   
All will together read Psalm 22 responsively. 

(next 2 pages) 
 

ESV 
Psalm 22:1            A Psalm of David. 

 My God, my God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are 
You so far from saving Me, from the words of My groan-
ing? 
 
2
 O My God, I cry by day, but You do not answer, and 

by night, but I find no rest. 
 
3
 Yet You are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 

 
4
 In You our fathers trusted; they trusted, and You de-

livered them. 
 
5
 To You they cried and were rescued; in You they trusted 

and were not put to shame. 
 
6
 But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind 

and despised by the people. 
 
7
 All who see Me mock Me; they make mouths at Me; they 

wag their heads; 
 8
 "He trusts in the LORD; let Him deliver Him; let Him 

rescue Him, for He delights in Him!" 
 
9
 Yet You are He Who took Me from the womb; You made 

Me trust You at My mother's breasts. 
  

12. 

Precious in the sight of the Lord  

  is the death of His saints.  

O Lord, I am Your servant; I am Your servant,    

       the son of Your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds.  

I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving    

 and call on the name of the Lord.  

I will pay my vows to the Lord  

  in the presence of all His people 

in the courts of the house of the Lord,  

  in your midst, O Jerusalem.  

  Praise the Lord!  
 

EPISTLE   -  1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:23-32    
16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood 

of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of 

Christ?  17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for 

we all partake of the one bread. 23 For I received from the Lord what I 

also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when He was 

betrayed took bread,  24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and 

said, "This is My body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of Me."  
25 In the same way also He took the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is 

the new covenant in My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me."  26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the 

cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.  27 Whoever, 

therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 

manner will be guilty of profaning the body and blood of the Lord.  28 Let 

a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the 

cup.  29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats 

and drinks judgment on himself.  30 That is why many of you are weak 

and ill, and some have died.  31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we 

would not be judged.  32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are 

disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.  

This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:               Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR:  “Stay With Me” 
 

 

5. 



GOSPEL                                

Reader:    The Holy Gospel according to John chapter 13. 

People:    Glory to You, O Lord. 
1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had 

come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who 

were in the world, He loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the 

devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to 

betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His 

hands, and that He had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose 

from supper. He laid aside His outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it 

around His waist. 5 Then He poured water into a basin and began to wash 

the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped 

around Him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to Him, "Lord, do You 

wash my feet?" 7 Jesus answered him, "What I am doing you do not 

understand now, but afterward you will understand." 8 Peter said to Him, 

"You shall never wash my feet." Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash 

you, you have no share with Me." 9 Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not 

my feet only but also my hands and my head!" 10 Jesus said to him, "The 

one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is 

completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you." 11 For He 

knew who was to betray Him; that was why He said, "Not all of you are 

clean." 12 When He had washed their feet and put on His outer garments 

and resumed His place, He said to them, "Do you understand what I have 

done to you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I 

am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 

ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that 

you also should do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, 

a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 

one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do 

them.  31bJesus said, "Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 

glorified in Him. 32 If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him 

in Himself, and glorify Him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I 

am with you. You will seek Me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I 

also say to you, 'Where I am going you cannot come.' 34 A new 

commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 

loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know 

that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People:   Praise to You, O Christ. 

6. 

SANCTUS   []       
 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sab-a-oth! 

 Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory; 

 Ho-san-na, Ho-san-na, Ho-san-na in the highest. 

 Blessed is He, Blessed is He,  

 Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

 Ho-san-na, Ho-san-na, Ho-san-na in the highest. 
 

                                  LORD'S PRAYER   in unison 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

PEACE OF THE LORD 

Pastor:     The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:   []     A  - men.  
 

AGNUS DEI - []     
O – Christ, Thou Lamb of God,  

that takest away the sin of the world,  

have mercy upon us. 

O – Christ, Thou Lamb of God,  

that takest away the sin of the world,  

have mercy upon us. 
 

O – Christ, Thou Lamb of God,  

that takest away the sin of the world,  

grant us Thy peace. 

A - - - - - men. 

 Distribution of the Lord’s Supper   
 

If you are not a member of our congregation and desire to  

participate in Holy communion in our setting for the first time,  

 please speak to the Pastor before doing so. [1Cor. 4:1]   
 

CHOIR: - “Tis Midnight and On Olive’s Brow” 
 

Hymn: #619 - “Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior” 

Hymn: #620 - “Jesus Comes Today with Healing” 

11. 



Pastor: For this congregation, its mission and its people; for 

the ability to meet the needs that arise as we do the work God has 

given us to do; and for the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; 

let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor: For those who are imperiled by illness, pain, suffer-

ing, fear, and death, that Your mercy  and Your peace and Your 

healing in Christ Jesus may be known to all; let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy.  

Pastor: For all of us gathered here in worship, that the 

blessings of this service may be shown forth in our lives as we live 

in peaceable service to each other; let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy and grant us Your peace.   

Amen. 
 

 T SACRAMENT T          

PREFACE 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People:  []      And with thy spir-it. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People:  []      We lift them up unto the Lord.  

Pastor: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

People:  []      It is meet and right so to do.. 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, Who accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree 

of the cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise 

again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the 

garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome.  

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 
 

10. 

 

 The Sacrament of the Altar with Explanations     

Luther’s Small Catechism           
 

The Sacrament of the Altar 
AS THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH IT IN A 

SIMPLE WAY TO HIS HOUSEHOLD 
 

What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, under the bread and wine, instituted by 
Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
 

 
Where is this written? 
The holy Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and St. 
Paul, write: 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread: and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and 
said, Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for 
you. This do in remembrance of Me. 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 
 

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 
These words, “Given and shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins,” show us that in the Sacrament 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us 
through these words.  For where there is  
forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
Certainly not just eating and drinking do these 
things, but the words written here: “Given and shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  These words, 
along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the 
main thing in the Sacrament.  Whoever believes 
these words has exactly what they say: 
“forgiveness of sins.” 

7. 



Who receives this Sacrament worthily? 
Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine 
outward training.  But that person is truly worthy 
and well prepared who has faith in these words: 
“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sin.”  
But anyone who does not believe these words or 
doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the 
words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 

 

 SERMON HYMN    
  

LSB - #621 - “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 
 

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly minded, 
For with blessing in His hand 

Christ our God to earth descending 
Comes our homage to demand. 

 

2 King of kings yet born of Mary, 
As of old on earth He stood, 

Lord of lords in human vesture, 
In the body and the blood, 

He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heav'nly food. 

 

3 Rank on rank the host of heaven 
Spreads its vanguard on the way 
As the Light of Light, descending 
From the realms of endless day, 

Comes the pow'rs of hell to vanquish 
As the darkness clears away. 

 

4  At His feet the six-winged seraph, 
Cherubim with sleepless eye, 

Veil their faces to the presence 
As with ceaseless voice they cry: 

"Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, Lord Most High!" 

A - men. 
 

SERMON:             “For You!” 
 

8. 

  The Nicene Creed      

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
     

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  The only-begotten Son of God,    

begotten of His Father before all worlds,  God of God,  Light of 

Light,   Very God  of Very God,  Begotten,  not made,  Being of 

one substance with the Father,  By Whom all things were made;  

Who for us men and for our salvation  Came down from heaven  

And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary  And 

was made man;  And was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate.  He suffered and was buried;  And the third day He rose 

again according to the Scriptures;  And ascended into heaven,  

And sits at the right hand of the Father;  And He will come again 

with glory to judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom 

will have no end.     
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,  Who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son,  Who with the Father and 

the Son together is worshipped and glorified,  Who spoke by the 

prophets.  And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  And I look 

for the resurrection of the dead,  And the life of the world to come.  

Amen! 
 

OFFERINGS  RECEIVED 
 

PRAYERS                             

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ 

Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

For the faithful proclamation of Christ's saving name, that God's 

people may be strengthened in the true faith and His kingdom 

extended; let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy.  

Pastor: For the holy Christian Church throughout the world 

and for all who confess the name of Christ, that God would guard 

and defend us from the temptation of the devil, the world, and our 

sinful nature;  let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy.  

9. 


