
 

 

 

B E A U T I F U L  S A V I O R  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H   

WORD AND WORSHIP 

SEPTEMBER 2017 

BIBLE CLASS OPPORTUNITIES 

 

“Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the 

words of eternal life”    (John 6:68) 

 

 

LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS 

Sundays at 9:15 am in   

“BLESS THESE LIPS” 

WEDNESDAY MORNING  

BIBLE CLASS 

‘DRIVE THRU HISTORY “ 

(Movie & discussion)  10:00 AM 

Martin Luther Through Faith Alone:  
365 Devotional Readings 

From Martin Luther, Copyright: 1999 
Concordia Publishing House 

“THE PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS’ 
(led by Pastor Thomas) 

Sunday @ 9:15 am in Fellowship Hall 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR  

 

“The second most important commandment is this: ‘Love 
your neighbor as you love yourself.’ No other 

commandment is greater than these.”  (Mark 12:31) 
 

“When you’re wondering whom you should show love to, there’s no 
living creature better than your neighbor to show love to. Your 
neighbor is not a devil, lion, bear, or wolf. He is not made of stone or 
wood, but he is a living being who is much like you. There is nothing 
living on the earth more lovable, kind, useful, good, comforting, or 
more necessary. He was even created for friendly conversation and 
for social life. There is nothing in the whole world more worthy of our 
love than our neighbor. 
 
But it’s the remarkable craft of the devil that he not only severely 
darkens our hearts and tears this superior object of love from our 
hearts. But he also persuades our hearts of the opposite opinion so 
that we think our neighbor is more worthy of bitter hatred than of love. 
This is easy for the devil to do. He simply nags us: “See, this person 
has such and such a fault. He abused you. He hurt you....” Then this 
object of love quickly becomes contemptible to us so that we no longer 
recognize our neighbor as one who should be loved but rather as an 
enemy worthy of intense hatred. In this way, Satan can amazingly 
change the love in our heart so that, instead of loving our neighbor, we 
become capable of demeaning, hating, and persecuting him. Then all 
that remains of this commandment, “Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself,” are the bare and empty letter and syllables.”   



 

 

TAKE IT TO THE LORD IN PRAYER 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR STRENGTH AND HEALING 

Family & friends of Bob & Liz Vance (former member’s) as they mourn their passing 
Family & friends of William Kamman -  cousin of June Hahn as they mourn his passing 
Janice Templeton– Don’s wife, continuing health concerns 
Naomi Thorsland– Johnda Meaux aunt, health concerns 
Len Morgan– John & Joyce Morgan’s son, health concerns 
Ron Sanders– Morgan’s son-in-law, recovering from stroke 
Skip Goodrum-Wilson’s relative, health concerns 
Eric - nephew of Greg Meaux, health concerns 
Betty - neighbor of Dave Meier, broken ribs 
John Zurheide - Woodcock’s friend, cancer 
Leticia Deleon - grandaughter of Gail Pitts, personal problems 
Ken - friend & neighbor of Valeda Woehr, lung problems 
Carrol Lehn– friend of Sims’ family; broken vertebrae in neck from fall 
 

OUR ADOPTED MILITARY: 
Jacob & Nick Beagley (Bretscher), Brad McNatt (Freeman) 
 

CONTINUING HEALTH ISSUES:   
El Vera Biedenstein, Naoma Keppler, LeRoy Ettling, Kathi Meier, David Singleton, Judy Taylor,  
Jim Thomas 
 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS: 
For the homeless in the Bridgeton area. For our missionaries who serve the Lord in foreign 
lands. For persecuted Christians around the world. For innocent civilians trying to survive in  
war-torn areas.  Those who serve in our nation’s armed forces and our Government leaders.  For 
God’s grace that we may have the desire to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute 
us. 

 

For the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

-here, there, and everywhere- 

through the words and deeds of 

ALL God’s people. 



 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS – AUGUST 1, 2017  

 

 

Meeting called to order by President Mike Betts at 7:05 PM Board Members Present – Tim Decker,  Joe Mercurio, John Folkert, 

Mike Betts, Regi Grodie, Ken Green, Bob Engelken, Pastor Bretscher and Pastor Thomas, Tim Decker did the opening Devotions  
 

Pastor Bretscher’s Report:  Official Acts since the last meeting: Funeral held for Carolyn Green (7/15/2017)  
 

Current Membership: Baptized 241, Confirmed 184 
 

Christ –ian Care – since last meeting 

Pastor Visits – Elderly/Sick/Hospital/Misc: J. Decker (conf), J. Templeton  (hosp) Wilson Family (funeral plans) Member Visits: 

Andersons, P. Williams, V. McCoy, Belters, C.  Geisler 
 

Outreach:  “Howdy New Neighbor (Held on the 2nd and 4th Sat of each month 10AM to noon til Winter)  Year Total: 127 Doors 

knocked on, 51 People talked to 26 Prospects.  Average of 4 Volunteers 
 

Pastor Thomas’s Report: Official Acts – Funeral for Dennis Bartels (7/6/17) and Carolyn Green (7/15).  Pastoral Visits since last 

meeting – Elderly/Sick/Hospital/Hospice/Misc Sandy Wilson (2x) Family Visit (8/1), Carolyn Green (Hospital Visits 3x), Naoma 

Keppler (shut in), Jim Thomas, Mila Thomas (Hospital Visit) 
 

Miscellaneous:  Men’s Group met at Serra’s Pizza, 15 in attendance. Outing to Gentry Park to see former SBLC member Jimmy 

Hahn’s band Trilogy on 7/30. There were roughly 35 people in attendance. Gun range day at Ultimate Defense in St. Peters also 

coming up soon.   VBS – 22 children attended this year along with 14 adult volunteers. The children also sang at the following  

Sunday service.  
 

Youth have raised over $4,100 as of 8/1/17. One bid received for new carpet downstairs from United Carpet. Seeking more bids  

during Aug.  Hope to have new floor installed by Sept Sunday School kickoff or by the Oct 7 th Fall Festival.  Movie Night Fri. July 

28th with the movie “The Shack”. The next Friday movie night is scheduled for September. 
 

Veterans Group – Construction of a memorial board is underway, only a few pictures remaining in order to complete.  Beautiful  

Savior will be hosting a POBLO (People of the Book Lutheran Outreach) Sunday on Aug 27 th with Rev. Duane Maas.  Rev. Maas 

and a local missionary will be updating us on their ministry to the Muslim population in and around St. Louis. 
 

Fall Festival Meeting details are coming together quickly. As of 8/1 we have the following activities set up: Petting Zoo, inflatable 

games from Jolly Jump-St. Louis, face painting, food trucks, children’s games with prizes, pumpkins and other “fall items” for sale 

from a local farm and a possible Bluegrass group to perform. 
 

Elders Report – Bob Engelken - Through Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Bob has applied for and we have been approved for a 

$250 Grant toward the Fall Festival.  
 

Treasurer’s Report – Ken Green - Ken handed out the Treasurer’s report showing updated information on Income and Expenses. 

The contributions are somewhat lower recently and that since the salary figures are not included, the $23,000 deficit figure for the 

year would actually be larger. He stated that because of timing, the Salary amounts were not included.   
 

Christian Education – No Report   
 

Stewardship –Joe Mercurio - He may have a new recruit for the Choir. 
  
Social Ministry – Regi Grodie - 27 bags of food were taken to CHM (Community Helping Ministry.  VBS Breakfast foods collected 

will also go to CHM.  
  
Youth and Family Ministry – Tim Decker - No Report – but Pastor Thomas had covered items pertinent to Youth and Family 

already. 
 

Evangelism – John Folkerts - With the dangerous heat we’d had in July, John did not go out on Sat. during the day. But he did make 

“Howdy New Neighbor” visits during the evening. He made 9 stops and met with one person. 
 

Property and Maintenance -  Al Winkler was unable to attend due to work commitment.  No Report. Though Al has worked on 

diverting water from the back door and the area around it by digging out a trench and making a change to the door.  

 

 



 

 

Recording Secretary- Marie Woodcock has resigned. 

 

President’s Report – Mike Betts - Mike discussed the Revitalization Program vs the Care Program. There is no charge for the  

Revitalization Program, and the Care Program charges $2,500. Both do a survey/questionnaire of the Congregation, tally the results 

and tell us the points that we can work on. The Care Program seems to go into more follow-up.  Ken Green made a motion to initiate 

the LCMS Revitalization Program. Tim Decker 2nd the motion.  The motion passed.  This does not mean we won’t do the Care   

Program, but since the Revitalization Program is free, we might learn some things from this Program and still follow-up with the 

Care Program. Mike emphasized the importance of disseminating information to the Congregation. A Program like this depends on 

people being involved and knowing what is going on.   
 

Job Descriptions have been written and given to both Pastors.  Leave Policies for both Pastors and the Church Secretary  
 

New Business - A motion was made by Regi Grodie and seconded by Bob Engelken for $250 to go toward the Fall Festival on   

Oct 7th.  The motion passed unanimously.  A question was asked regarding the Congregational Meeting to be held on Sunday  

Aug. 13th, regarding secret ballots. The voting will be done by secret ballot.  There will need to be meetings regarding Nominations 

for the Board of Directors and meetings regarding the Budget. 
  
Devotions for the Sept 5th meeting (which will be the day after Labor Day) – Bob Engelken volunteered. 
 

Motion to adjourn made by Ken Green. Seconded by John Folkerts.  Motion Passed.  Meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted;  Bob Engelken 

VOTER’S MEETING MINUTES:  SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2017 

 

Meeting opened with prayer by President Michael Betts.  Michael asked that all present to sign in as a record 

of their attendance.  Members were also reminded that they needed to have read and signed the church  

Constitution.  Purpose of the meeting was to review a two year agreement between Pastor Thomas and the 

BSLC Congregation. 

Michael made some opening comments regarding the concern that BSLC Congregation members were   

experiencing a difference of opinion on the nature of the agreement and then shared a Bible reading from  

Titus 1.  

 

Elder Bob Engelken then read through a handout that had been signed by the elders and was provided to all 

present.  The handout reviewed sections of the Church Constitution and By-Laws in regards to pastoral calls, 

and also included relevant minutes from Congregational meetings and regularly scheduled monthly meetings. 

A copy is attached.  Bob closed with a review of the original motion that extended a call to Pastor Thomas and 

a Bible reading. 

 

Ken Green then provided a financial overview.  This was followed by much discussion: There was talk of how 

do we go about being good stewards and balancing the budget and the sacrifices that might entail; regarding 

the perceived reality we face of an older congregation in an area with transient new families that move on from 

their apartments and the difficulty of bringing in new families to grow the congregation; the use of life  

insurance policies from Thrivent that contribute to the church; and the length of time we can continue if we 

have to use up reserves.  Mike then proceeded to share some motions that he had been presented: 

 

 Motion #1: Do we wish to continue with 2 pastors beyond 10/25/17.  Motion was unsigned so Karen  Betts 

made the motion and Stefanie Wilson seconded.  After some discussion Bill Crichton made the  motion to  

table and was seconded.  Congregation voted to table Motion #1.   



 

 

 Motion #2 : was provided by Margaret Freeman that BSLC extends the employment of Pastor James Thomas 

with a focus on Youth, Community Out-reach and Technology. Roy Anders  seconded this motion.   

 

After much discussion a motion was made to amend the  original motion and add “not to  exceed one year.”  

This amendment passed by show of hands.   

 

The motion now reads:  “Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church extends the employment of Pastor James Thomas, 

but not to exceed one year, with a focus on Youth, Community Out-reach and Technology.”   
     

     In the discussion, it was clarified that the extension would be through 10/25/18. 

     Motion was called and a vote was taken by secret ballot 

     Voting results: Yes 37; No 23, the motion passed    
 

    The remaining two motions were withdrawn by Bob Engelken and Marie Woodstock. 

                      Additional comments were provided by Bill Kipp,  Margaret Freeman and Roy Anders. 
  

President Michael Betts closed the meeting with prayer. 
 

President Michael Betts then announced his resignation, effective August 13, 2017. 

 

ST. LOUIS CHORDINALS  

 

Invite you to an evening of TRIVIA 

SEPT. 9TH, 2017 @ 7pm 

BRIDGETON MASONIC LODGE #80 

414 S. Church St.; St. Peters Mo 63376 

 

Tickets: $20/person (eight to a table) bring your own team & join a team. 

Cash Prizes (1st/2nd place & attendance prizes) 

For reservations & info: stlsingers@gmail.com; or e-mail Alice Shofner @ 

alicerobinsshofner@yahoo.com 

 

You can also contact Linda Wehmeyer or June Hahn for tickets. 

 



 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE — SEPTEMBER 2017 

Serving: September 3rd   
ACOLYTES: Wilson Decker; Kate Mullins 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  In celebration of Jenna & Krista 
Foelsing’s birthdays 

ALTAR GUILD: Sharon Leriche; June Hahn 
ELDERS:  Darin Gittus; Bill Kipp 

COUNTERS:  Dan & Marie Woodcock 
FELLOWSHIP TIME HOST (ESS): Dennis Niehaus 

FOOD TRANSPORT: Regi Grodie 
MUSICIANS: Fran Ettling  

GREETERS: Ken Green; Marilyn Sims 
READERS:  liturgist; Bob Engelken 

SOUND & LIGHTS:  Roy Anders; Bob Mullins 
USHERS:  1E; 1L 

WELCOMERS:  Gail Pitts (10:30 am) 

Serving: September 10th 
ACOLYTES: Wilson Decker; Kate Mullins 

ALTAR FLOWERS: From Ken Green, remembering his 
wedding anniversary 

ALTAR GUILD: Sharon Leriche; June Hahn 
ELDERS:  Darin Gittus; Bill Kipp 

COUNTERS:  Jo & Abbey Sundermeyer 
FELLOWSHIP TIME HOST (ESS): Al Winkler 

MUSICIANS: Anita Tissi  
GREETERS: Dan & Marie Woodcock; April Bretscher  

READERS: Joe Mercurio; liturgist 
SOUND & LIGHTS:  Roy Anders; Bob Mullins 

USHERS:  2E; 2L 
WELCOMERS:  Bob Engelken (10:30 am) 

Serving: September 17th 
  ACOLYTES: Wilson Decker; Kate Mullins 
ALTAR FLOWERS: For many blessings , 

Joan Bernard 
ALTAR GUILD: Linda Watts; Bonnie Miller  

ELDERS: John Hamilton; Bob Mullins 
COUNTERS:  David & Stephanie Wilson; Sally Lane 

FELLOWSHIP TIME HOST (ESS): Regi Grodie  
MUSICIANS:  Ruth Rieger 

GREETERS:  Valeda Woehr; Karen & Alison 
Carlstrom 

READERS:  Marie Woodcock; Harry Grodie 
SOUND & LIGHTS:  Roy Anders; Tim Decker 

USHERS:  3E; 3L 
WELCOMERS:  Jack & Bonnie Miller (10:30 am) 

Serving: September 24th 
  ACOLYTES: Wilson Decker; Kate Mullins 

ALTAR FLOWERS:  Middendorfs - remembering 
 their baptisms 

ALTAR GUILD: Linda Watts; Bonnie Miller  
ELDERS:  John Hamilton; Bob Mullins 

COUNTERS:  Christine Foelsing 
FELLOWSHIP TIME HOST (ESS): Don Templeton  

MUSICIANS:  flute/guitar 
GREETERS: Tim & Alison Decker; Vicki McCoy 

READERS: June Hahn; Marilyn Sims 
SOUND & LIGHTS: Roy Anders 

USHERS: 4E; 4L 
WELCOMERS: John Folkerts (10:30 am) 



 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS–SEPTEMBER 2017 

1 F Korean Church  (Bible class) 7:00-9:00 pm  20 W BIBLE STUDY– 10:00 am  
Chimes 6:30/Choir 7:30 pm 
  

2 S Korean Church (Worship/Lunch)9:30 am-2:30 pm 
Narcotics Anonymous  7:00 pm 

 21 TH Narcotics Anonymous 11:30 am-1:30 pm  
 

3 SUN FOOD SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:00 am & 10:30 am 
Bible Class & Sunday School  9:15 am 

 22 F ELDERS MEETING 7:00 pm 
Korean Church  (Bible class) 7:00-9:00 pm 

4 M (Church office closed) 
 

 23 S “HOWDY NEW NEIGHBOR” 10:00—12 noon 
Korean Church (Worship/Lunch)9:30 am-2:30 pm 
Narcotics Anonymous  7:00 pm 

5 T Narcotics Anonymous 11:30 am–1:30 pm  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 7:00 pm 
CHORDINALS - 7:00 PM 

 24 SUN SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:00 am & 10:30 am  
Bible Class & Sunday School  9:15 am 

6 W FEED THE HUNGRY 9:00 am 
BIBLE STUDY - 10:00 am 
Chimes 6:30/Choir 7:30 pm 

 25 M (Church office closed) 
 

7 TH Narcotics Anonymous 11:30 am-1:30 pm 
 

 26 T Narcotics Anonymous 11:30 am–1:30 pm 
ELDERS MEETING 7:00 pm 
CHORDINALS 7:00pm 

8 F Korean Church  (Bible class) 7:00-9:00 pm  27 W BIBLE STUDY - 10:00 am 
Chimes 6:30/Choir 7:30 pm  

9 S “HOWDY NEW NEIGHBOR” 10:00—12 noon 
Korean Church (Worship/Lunch)9:30 am-2:30 pm 
Narcotics Anonymous  7:00 pm 

 28 TH Narcotics Anonymous 11:30 am-1:30 pm  
 

10 SUN SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:00 am & 10:30 am  
Bible class and Sunday School - 9:15 am 
CANVESS NEIGHBOR W/FLYERS FOR FALL 
FESTIVAL -  12:00  noon 
MENS’ CLUB - TARGET PRACTICE -  3:00 pm 

 29 F Korean Church  (Bible class) 7:00-9:00 pm 

11 M (Church office closed) 
 

 30 S Korean Church (Worship/Lunch)9:30 am-2:30 pm 
Narcotics Anonymous  7:00 pm 

12 T 
 

Narcotics Anonymous 11:30 am–1:30 pm 
CHORDINALS– 7:00 pm  

    

13 W BIBLE STUDY– 10:00 am 
Chimes 6:30/Choir 7:30 pm 

    

14 TH Narcotics Anonymous 11:30 am-1:30 pm     

15 F Korean Church  (Bible class) 7:00-9:00 pm     

16 S VA INFO FAIR - 9AM –2PM, Fellowship Hall 
Korean Church (Worship/Lunch)9:30 am-2:30 pm 
Narcotics Anonymous  7:00 pm 

    

17 SUN SUNDAY WORSHIP 8:00am & 10:30 am  
Bible Class & Sunday School  9:15 am 
FALL FESTIVAL  MEETING @ 12:00 noon 

    

18 M (Church office closed) 
 

    

19 T Narcotics Anonymous 11:30 am–1:30 pm 
CHORDINALS 7:00pm 

    



 

 

CONGRATS TO BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR MEMBERS ON THEIR SPECIAL DAY 

SEPTEMBER BAPTISM   
REMEMBRANCES 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY 
REMEMBRANCES 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARY 
REMEMBRANCES 

LeRoy Ettling 9/1 

Jerry Hahn 9/4 

Stephanie Wilson 9/8 

David Bretscher 9/11 

Tyler Jacobs 9/12 

Margaret Freeman 9/16 

Mariah Freeman 9/16 

Mark Freeman 9/16 

Robbie Freeman 9/16 

Elizabeth Decker 9/20 

Allison Decker 9/21 

Daniel Simmons 9/21 

Justin Meaux 9/22 

Matthew Grodie 9/25 

Alan Middendorf 9/25 

Bob Singleton 9/25 

Judy Middendorf 9/26 

Jordan Tucker 9/28 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Camden Thomas 9/1 

Jenna Foelsing 9/4 

Mila Thomas 9/4 

Regi Grodie 9/5 

Krista Foelsing 9/6 

Judy Middendorf 9/8 

Esther Pfeifer 9/10 

Karen Betts 9/11 

Chad Hamilton 9/12 

Jackie Mann 9/12 

Roy Anders 9/13 

Kathy Hann 9/13 

Melissa Thomas 9/16 

Wesley Hamilton 9/18 

Gary Anderson 9/23 

Billy Lane 9/24 

George McCall 9/25 

Alyssa Critchlow 9/27 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Andrew & Amanda Burley 
9/10/2011 

6 yrs. 

Chad & Raj Hamilton 
9/1/2012 

5 yrs. 

David & April Bretscher 
9/21/’2013 

4 yrs. 

David & Heidi Singleton 
9/24/2016 

1 yr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Pastor David Bretscher 
 

Associate Pastor James Thomas  
 

Secretary: 
Lisa Sylvester 
Ourchurchlady@sbcglobal.net 
 

Newsletter staff: 
Editor:  Sally Lane/Sharon Leriche 
bsmonthly@sbcglobal.net 
Staff:  Beautiful Savior members 
        
Phone: 
314-291-2395 
Fax: 
314-291-2497 
Web page:  
www.bslcms.org 

 
LCMS 

 

MOVIE NITE 

7:00 PM 

SEPT 29TH 

AT 7:00 PM 

ALTAR FLOWERS-  

sign up is in the atrium.   

Cost for one vase is 

$12.50 or two for 

$25.00.    

Please specify if you 

will take flowers home 

after the 10:30 

 service. 

SCHEDULING EVENTS AT 

CHURCH 

 

If you or any group you’re a part of, 

 inside or outside the church, wants to 

use any part of the church, talk to  

Lisa, our church Secretary.  

She is the one who coordinates and 

oversees the church calendar.   

Otherwise your plans may fall through 

at the last minute as others have  

reserved the space.  

Thank You  

VETERAN’S BENEFIT INFO FAIR 

Sat. Sept 16th;  9:00 am-2:00pm; in the 

Fellowship Hall 

Talk to Veterans Service  

Officers who can help.   

Coffee, soda, donuts & snacks will be 

offered. 



 

 

Fall Festival   
 

October 7th 

Noon - 4:00 pm 

FREE to the Community! 
 

Where?  Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

 12397 Natural Bridge Road 

Bridgeton, MO 
 

Something for everyone! 
PETTING ZOO - GAMES - FOOD TRUCKS– LIVE MUSIC 

This event is sponsored by Beautiful Savior 

 Lutheran Church 

Come worship with us! 

Sunday: 8:00 & 10:30 am Bible Class: 9:15 


