In the midst of the world's bad news,

THE GOOD NEWS!

Beautiful Savior's Weekly Worship & News
4/22/2020

PASTORS' PEN:

WEEK SIX of "ALL activity at Beautiful Savior - paused and postponed." When! It's getting a little old, isn't i+?
With spring in the air we all want to get outside and enjoy lifel But we continue to STAY IN, STAY SAFE, and
STAY WELL! &od willing - yes, GOD willing - life and the economy will be opening SOON. Continue to pray for
protection and healing for all people and Christians all around the world; pray for an end to this virus; pray that
God uses this for His good and gracious will of bringing ALL fallen creation back to Him. Pray that all people
reflect and reexamine their priorities in life. Only Jesus is LIFE, now and forever! Continue to hear Him, believe
Him, trust Him, share Him, and live Himl

NEWS:

THANKS again to Bob Mullins and Lisa our secretary, we will again have a recorded worship service available this
weekend. Check our website - bslcms.org - or facebook page for details. THESE PAGES will continue to be sent by
mail and are also available on our website. Everything is coordinated so that all of us will be united in the same
worship even though we are separated. OPEN your BIBLE, catechism, and hymnal and hear and worship the LORD!

CATECHISM REVIEW: (for meditation and prayer) LORD'S PRAYER: 2nd Petition

"Thy kingdom come." What does this mean? The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayers, but
we pray in this petition that it may come to us also.

How does God's kingdom come? God's kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by
His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity.

WEEKLY WORD: ONE CHAPTER EACH AND EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK - LUKE 15-21

Let's ALL join in reading the exact same BIBLE chapter each day of the weekl Wow, what a sense of unity and
togetherness - perfectly joined in the LORD and His precious WORD! This week we continue with the Gospel of
LUKE, chapters 15-21. PLEASE include with your daily devotions. There is no greater blessing than being in Jesus
Christ and His saving Word with our family of brothers and sisters in Christ!

SERMON/DEVOTION: Acts 2:14, 36-41 - "How?"

Wow! 3,0000 As we heard, "there were added that day about 3,000 souls!" Again, WOW! Wouldn't that be
great - in our nation, in our community, in our families?! Thousands of people coming to Christ in just one dayl That
would solve most of our concerns and issues - pews would be full, musical talent and robust singing would be
abundant, adequate volunteers would be available for everything, Sunday School would be overflowing, and of
course, yes, our coffers would be full Wow! That would be great! We probably couldn't handle 3,000 in one day,
but even a portion of that would be great! Sign us up! How do we do that? How?

Some view the process of bringing people to Jesus as the world does - it's all about marketing, advertising,
selling a product. Others see attracting people with social activities and fun and games. Many flaunt modern music
with guitars, drums, and sound systems. Still others look to technology - big screens, projectors, digital signs,
websites, facebook, and youtube. Many churches' motto today is, "Give 'em what they want" - a watered down
Bible, cutting and pasting wherever they like, and never ever going against the popular fad of our present culture!
This is man's way, but as we're AGAIN finding out with man's wisdom - as with manmade "models" of the
coronavirus - although man claims to know everything, we don't know all that muchl

Certainly - EXCEPT for altering the Bible - ALL of the above methods can be used responsibly to AID bringing
others to Christ, but they CANNOT be the main focus; they may be the MEANS but are not the METHOD. For



that's NOT 6od's way and wisdom, as we see again in our text. As we heard Peter said, "Know for certain that God
has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified." ONLY Jesus is Savior from sin, death, and
helll Convicted of sin by Peter's words, "cut to the heart," they cried, "Brothers, what shall we do?" God's answer
through Peter was, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." The answer - the only cure for sin, death, and hell is
Jesus, repentance, baptism, the Holy Spirit, forgiveness - ALL the things God does FOR you and me and all the
world! God through His people, back then or today, shares the TRUTH about ALL the world's sin and its sentence
of death and helll Convicted of sin and in despair, the Spirit moves them to cry, "Brothers, what shall we do?"
Then 6od, again through His people, leads them to Himself - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - and HIS gifts of faith,
repentance, confession, His Word, Baptism, the Lord's Supper, and all His blessingst For guilty of just ONE sin, we
each deserve death and hell; yet Jesus was crucified and died to pay the price for all sin, including yours and mine!
In LOVE Jesus died for you, in your placel He endured the death and hell we deserve for our sinl Yet, in LOVE
Jesus rose from death and hell to freely bless us with faith, forgiveness, and LIFE! By God's power, we too are
convicted of sin, "cut to the heart," and cry, "What shall we do?," and through His people God says also to us,
"Repent and be baptized . . . in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom
the Lord our God calls to himself." When God proclaims HIS truth of Law and Gospel, by His power fallen sinful
creatures come to Jesus Christ the LORD - 3,000 or 1 - the dead become ALIVEl WOW! That's fantasticl That's
6od's way and God's wisdom!

Some of the first words of the angel at the empty tomb to the women were, "Come, see . . then go quickly and
tell" mi286-7. Soon afterward Jesus said to them, "Go and tell* 1. This is God's way, and God's way is always
LOVE, which means it's ALWAYS personal, one to another, which takes effort, work, and time making it tough!
Man, as he always does, tries to minimize effort, work, and time, so he attempts to accomplish things impersonally
rather than personally, to replace one on one contact and a relationship with mass appeal, and it generally NEVER
worksl For nothing can replace LOVE - good old fashion person to person contact.

Someday soon - again, God willing - this virus scare and crisis will be over. Before, during, and after, God will
continue to work through His people to bring people to Christ. How? Not man's way, using man's techniques,
trusting in man, but God's way, using His means, and trusting in Him. Certainly - EXCEPT for altering God's Word -
we can properly use some technology and mass marketing techniques, but we never rely on them! Instead, as in our
text, "we preach Christ crucified" « cor123); we speak and live Jesus Christ the LORD! We also "exhort" his world -
neighbors, strangers, family, friends - "Save yourselves from this crooked generation." We proclaim sin and God's
righteous judgement of death and hell, whereby God's Spirit moves them to cry, "Brothers, what shall we do?," and
through us God provides the cure, "Repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." "Believe in Jesus, have faith in Jesus,
trust Jesus, and receive forgiveness of all sins and LIFE everlasting!" and watch the kingdom of God explode and
blossom! "And there were added that day about 3,000 souls!" For God promises that His Word "shall not return to
me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it" @55,
which is to save and deliver ALL creationl So - by God's power - we believe, repent, confess, trust, live, and speak!
We LOVE - as 6od has LOVED us - personally, one to another, speaking to and living for others. Like Christ we give
our effort, work, and time - we give ourselvesl We share LOVE, true LOVE, the only LOVE, the LOVE of God in
Jesus Christ the LORD! And watch the Church grow! AMENI

“Go into afl the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved." -- Mark 16:15-16

AMEN!



